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Sandbach Footpath Group 
 

GRAVEL BANK FARM from HAWTHORNE DRIVE 
About 3.8 miles, 6 km          Allow 2 to 2.5 hours 

 
Option A, short walk is only about 2.6 miles, 4.1 km, allow 1.5 hours. 

 
As with all country walks, some paths are wet, muddy and uneven, so wear strong 
footwear and have clothing to suit the weather.  
On narrow country lanes, take care to watch for traffic as you climb down the stile to the 
road, and when walking on the road make sure you can see oncoming traffic. 
 
Stiles. There are 5 stiles on this walk, if you use the gates. [Option A has 12 stiles.] 
 
To find the starting point in Hawthorne Drive leave Sandbach Town Centre, via the High 
Street, straight across the traffic lights, over the A534 and into the road called “The Hill”, 
and then left up Smithfield Lane, then right into Hawthorne Drive, and after a wiggle in 
the road, the Footpath [FP14] is a narrow ginnel on the left. 
Driving is similar, park in the residential roads nearby, but not on Heath Road, it is quite 
narrow and busy. 
 

Housing developments are planned here, so at some stage FP 14 may be 
temporarily closed or too muddy to walk. If so, go back to Heath Road, turn left 
going past the Methodist Chapel, then left into Church Lane and just before some 
buildings as you approach the motorway the FP 14 joins from your left. 
This is shown with red dotted arrows on the map. 
 

If you can enter FP 14, follow the narrow ginnel between the houses and then a fenced 
narrow path out into the field. Go over a stile and continue in the same direction, with 
trees on your right and a field on your left. Keep the trees on your right and the path 
bears right and after a short distance you may notice a path coming in from the right.  

[This path is a continuation of Wrights Lane which leads off Heath Road and could 
be an alternative way-in to start.] 

Before the overhead electric wires, turn left. Follow the line of the wires for a while, but 
soon going under the wires. The wires tee-off at a pole and we go under those and 
finally we go under a third set of wires, but the path is all in the same direction. 
 
Head for some farm buildings in the distance, but before reaching the farm buildings, 
follow the fence round to the right and continue along a track and at the end of the track 
go through or round a kissing gate, turn right on to a farm track, then very soon turn left 
onto the road where you would join the path described under Housing developments. 
 
The road leads over the motorway and ignoring Reynolds Lane to the right, continue 
straight towards the steeple of St. John’s. Just after the car park for the church on the 
left, look for a lay-by on the right and at the back of the lay-by there is a footpath sign 
and we go over the stile into a field. 
 

Short walk, option A, starting from the lay-by. This can be a starting point 
for a short circular walk, but there is space for only one or two cars in the lay-by. 

 

In the field turn left, to follow the hedge or fence on your left. At the field corner, go 
over another stile, turn left onto a grassy track then after about 10m follow the track 
round to the right with a hedge to the left and wooden fence to the right. 
Go down, then uphill, still on the grassy track, uphill and the sand quarry workings, 
should be visible to the right. It is now being reinstated to a make a more natural vista. 
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Underfoot is the pure silica sand as worked by the quarry. The reinstated work is 
done by returning topsoil over the remaining sand so that plants can grow and the 
area eventually return to green countryside. The sand from this part of the quarry 
is mixed with water and moved, as a slurry via a pipeline, for processing at the 
works on the north side of the A534. New workings are being developed to the 
south of the re-instated quarry. Footpaths may be diverted to accommodate this. 

 

Continue to follow the grassy track, hedge on left and wooden fence on right, as it bends 
round to the right, then left, eventually approaching the main A534 road. This is a very 
busy and dangerous road, with no footway, so avoid the stile onto the road ahead and 
continue on the track, bending round to the right.  
 
The track becomes concrete and passing buildings to the left, turn left onto a large open 
concrete yard, passing a tall dark blue cylindrical metal tower and then curve round to 
the right, still on the concrete with a wooden fence on the left and building to the right. 
At a tarmac yard with stables to the right, bear left and then almost immediately right 
onto a tarmac lane. Follow this lane, ignoring the car park on the right. The lane goes 
slightly uphill, and there are one or two gaps in the hedge on the right where you can 
view the quarry workings.  
 
The track opens out and the sand quarry can again be seen to the right. Follow the track 
round to the right, under some electricity cables with wooden poles, passing part of a 
horse circuit with various jumps on the right.  
At this point we are about 800m from leaving the tarmac yard and buildings.  
Continue on this track and Sandbach/Arclid Airfield, will come into view over to the left. 
 
Continue straight to follow a bridleway, ignoring the turn to the left to the airfield (or 
take a diversion to pause and watch the light planes and microlights take off and land). 
Further along the bridleway, go over a stile on the left near a notice saying “Beware low 
flying microlights”. Go diagonally across the field head look for a dull red cattle drinking 
trough in the opposite boundary and go over the adjacent stile. Continue in the same 
direction on a rough track with a hedge on your left and go through a metal farm gate 
by a large oak tree. The gate bolt goes into a piece of wood fixed to the tree. 
 
Very soon, go through another gate or over the stile and sometimes through a third 
gate, then past the farm buildings of Gravel Bank Farm.  
 

Short walk, option A, return route to the lay-by near St John’s.  
Just near a wooden electricity pole there is a footpath sign off to the right and this 
goes straight back to St John’s church, just simply head for the steeple, over a 
series of 4 stiles to a farm track. At the track turn right then almost immediately 
left over a stile to walk through a strip of woodland. At the end of the trees, go 
over another stile and into a field, turning to the left in the direction of St John’s 
Church steeple, over another 3 stiles, to return to the lay-by.  

 

Soon after Gravel Bank Farm, turn left down a lane, and after about 70m follow the lane 
round to the right, passing Cottage Farm on the left (standing well back from the lane) 
and then go straight to continue over the motorway. After the motorway the lane bears 
right to merge into another and very soon we bear left on Manor Road. Ignore St John’s 
Way on the right and then turn right into Manor Way and at the end continue straight 
into a ginnel [Sandbach Footpath 16]. The ginnel leads to Heath Road, where we turn 
left and ignoring Heath Close and Wrights Lane on the right, we then turn right into 
Hawthorne Drive, to return to the starting point. 
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