Town meeting
My name is Trevor Boxer and I am chairman of Sandbach Footpath Group.
In normal times we have regular walks, but none at present are permitted.
We will restart when permitted at the end of March, 6 in a group.
Then, hopefully, up to 30 in a group in mid May.
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Footpaths are protected by Law.
There are only 20 remaining in Sandbach, so we want to hang on to them.
3 FPs in the Houndings site are under threat and poor old FP14 in Sandbach
Heath is having a very bad time.
Let’s have a look at them now...
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There have been several planning applications for “Houndings Park”, from
Muller.
It seems that buildings have been proposed over the footpaths
indiscriminately.
FP18 on the right has come off best but that looks like being squeezed into a
narrow ginnel.
We need to keep watching for any more planning applications.
No diversion orders have been applied for.
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Footpath 14 goes through the Persimmon site off Hawthorne Drive, Sandbach
Heath.
The Law was disregarded and neither FP diversion nor extinguishment orders
have been applied for in good time. Persimmon even set foundations over the
line of FP14, but after a number of objections, the foundations were earthed
over and levelled off.
It is now stalemate!
The issue will go to a Public Inquiry at the Planning Inspectorate.
If Persimmon had negotiated and applied for a diversion in good time, all this
could have been sorted out amicably.

Poor FP14 - It is also under threat in the section that runs through the Capricorn
site near Junction 17.
The green line shows the existing route for FP14.
It goes NE, then turns SE to end on Church Lane.
You can see that the plans show buildings dropped indiscriminately on the line of
FP14.
The orange/brown line is the proposed route wriggling through the site.
The worst section looks to be behind building H (see inset on the left), where the FP
is proposed going along a narrow ginnel between H and the back gardens of houses
on Willow Drive.
No diversion has been applied for or discussed with interested parties, so it looks like
another legal wrangle awaits us.

5

The Elworth Hall Farm now seems to be complete.
However, the connecting path to Cookesmere Lane (please see red arrows on
the map) was shown on the planning application.
It has not been made as yet.
The text in the area has been magnified, see bottom left. It states “Existing
informal footpaths Maintained to allow informal links to the adjacent
footpaths/roads.
The developers should be persuaded to make this happen.
I am in contact with several CEC Councillors and they are showing interest, so
I am hopeful progress will be made.

Abbeyfields off Middlewich Road is now building Phase 3.
A path was shown on the plans to to the Wheelock Rail Trail (to the bottom of
the picture, see the red arrow).
Unfortunately, so far, no sign of action.
I have recently contacted the manager of Phase 3 (Lane End developments)
and he seems to know of the route, but does not know who would be
responsible, nor what part of the contract it would come under.
I am trying to interest CEC Councillors in this, so maybe progress might be
made.

Kissing Gate Project.
On a more positive note, the KIssing Gate project nears completion.
We now have several stile-free circular walks in Sandbach and surrounding
districts.
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Kissing Gates have lots of advantages, especially for people with dodgy knees
or hips.
The gates are strong and in galvanised steel, so they should last about 30
years.
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Sandbach Walking Festival is being organised for
Saturday 26th June to Sunday 4th July 2021.
We had to miss 2020, but we had a very successful Festival in 2019.
One of the highlights will be the QUIZ-WALK.
This is a completely new Quiz for all the family. Quiz sheets will be available
from Godfrey Williams, Grocers at £3 each.
The prize will be a superb luxury hamper, selected by Williams’ Grocers.
Many thanks to Jenny And Keith Haines for devising and writing the QUIZ.
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There will be lots of events over the 9 days.
Strolls, short and longer distance walks.
Some themed, such as dawn bird watching, some pub-centred, plus the Arclid
Micro Brewery walk. This was much enjoyed last time, but for some reason noone I spoke to could remember much about it...
Walks will cover mornings, afternoons and evenings.
We are very lucky here in Cheshire, with so many lovely local walks to offer.
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Events will be published on-line and on Facebook for flexibility.
The Festival should be good for not only walking, but well being, talking, and
social interaction, all needed after the effects of the pandemic.
Most of all, it should be GOOD FUN!
Many thanks to Graham Whitehouse for origination and organising the
Festival.

Here is a reminder of the dates, Saturday 26th June to Sunday 26th July.
The Quiz-Walk and prize hamper.
The Town Trail map and guide is still available.
We will continue with our regular walks in groups of 6 and then up to 30 as
restrictions allow.
If you want to help on any of the aspects discussed her, or to lead a walk, or
back-mark, please go to the SFG website and send an email, or message on
Facebook (search on Google for Sandbach footpaths), or contact Sandbach
Town Council, they have our details.
Thanks for listening.
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